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This Parsha was written to make known that HaK odosh Boruch Hu saved
his servant Yaakov and redeemed him from a power mighter than he.
Hashem sent an angel and saved him. We also learn from this Parsha that
Yaakov did not rely on his own righteousness to save himself. Hetried to
save himself with all his abilities. Furthermore, this Parsha hints to us that
everything that happened with our forefather and Aisav his brother will
always happen to us with the children of Aisav. It isfitting for usto take

hold of this Tzaddik’s ways and prepare ourselves in the three manners that

Yaakov prepared himself: prayer, appeasement through a gift, and saving
ourselves by means of awar to flee and be saved.
--The Ramban

Yaakov Avinu is the root of K’ nesses Yisroel (the congregation of
Israel) and its symbol. With all his actions and words, Yaakov intended
from the very beginning to sweeten the pains and accusations that would
come to his descendants. This matter of sending messengers to Aisav and
appeasing him with a gift was also beneficial for all generations to come.
Whenever oppressors stand over us, the angels that Yaakov sent to his
brother are awakened. They are trustworthy to fulfill their mission. They
will always come forth at times of need to appease Aisav. These angels
will subdue all of our accusers. That’s the explanation of the posuk, And
Yaakov sent angels before him. He gave them amission for the future
also: Bring the cure before the pain comes, for all generations.

--Oheiv Yisroel

The Gemara (Sotah 5b) says that a Talmid Chochom needs to have
one eighth of one eighth of the attribute of Gaava, arrogance. What is the
explanation of this statement?

If you look at the 8th posuk of the 8th Parsha in the Torah (Parshas
Vayishlach), you'll find this posuk, I am not worthy of all this kindness
and all thistruth. That is the one eighth of one eighth of arrogance
which is permissible to a Taimid Chochom.

--The Vilna Gaon

And You said, “1 will certainly do good with you” (Bereishis 32:13).

Hashem brings good upon Tzaddikim (the righteous) and upon
Reshaim (the wicked). Thereis a difference, though. Hashem has
good intentions when bringing good to the righteous. However, with
Reshaim, the intention is not for the good itself. He wants to pay the
Reshaim in this world for the few good things they may have done.
Hashem pays them in this world in order to destroy them in the next
world. The posuk (Devarim 7:10) says, He repays His enemy in his
lifetime to make him perish. Thisiswhy our posuk uses two words for
good, “Hataiv Aiteev”. The good referred to here is with the intention
for good and not with the intention to make him perish.

--Kedushas Laivi

Therefore, B’ nel Yisroel may not eat the Gid Hanosheh (sciatic
nerve)... (Bereishis 32:33).

At the root of this Mitzvah is the implication that even though
we bear great suffering in our exiles at the hands of the nations and at
the hands of the children of Aisav, we feel assured that we will not be
destroyed. Our seed and our name will stand forever.

A Redeemer will come and deliver us from the hand of the
enemy. In remembering this constantly, through this Mitzvah as a
reminder, we remain steadfast in our faith and righteousness. The hint
from this Mitzvah is as follows. The angel that fought with Yaakov is
known to us through the oral tradition to be the Guardian Angel of
Aisav. It wanted to uproot Yaakov and his descendants from the world
and it was not able. The angel damaged Yaakov by touching his thigh.
S0 too, the seed of Aisav causes distress to the seed of Yaakov. In the
final anaysis, however, the seed of Yaakov will be delivered from
them. Similarly, we find that the sun shone for Yaakov to heal him and
save him from distress. The sun of Maoshiach will also shine for us
and heal us from our distress and redeem us speedily in our day,
Amen.

--Sefer Hachinuch



Zemanim and Halachos 2w
Zemanim are for Milwaukee, WI Krias Shema Tefilla

According to the Vilna Gaon 9:27 AM 10:13 AM

According to the Magen Avrohom 8:51 AM 9:49 AM

Sunset Friday: 4:17 PM Sunset Saturday: 4:17 PM

Hilchos Chanukah - Laws of Chanukah

The Mitzvah is to place the candles above 3 Tefachim from the ground and
lower than 10 Tefachim. Lower than 3 Tefachim is still okay B'dieved, ex post
facto. Higher than 10 Tefachim is also okay B’dieved but higher than 20 Amos
is unacceptable

--Shulchan Aruch 671/Mishnah Berurah 27

3 Tefachim according to the Chazon Ish is 11.4 inches. Rabbi Chaim Noeh
says 3 Tefachim is 9.6 inches. 10 Tefachim according to the Chazon Ish is 38
inches and Chaim Noeh says it's 32 inches.

Kids" Korner
Last week’s answers

1. Hashem appeared to Lovon as a Malach with a drawn sword (Targum Yonason (31:24).

2. Lovon's wife's name was Adina (Sefer HaYashar).

3. Knowing there would be twelve boys, Layah made ajudgement (‘din’ in Hebrew) that if the child
she was pregnant with was a boy, her sister Rochel will not even have as many boys as one of the
maidservants. She prayed that this boy should be a girl and Hashem changed the unborn baby to a
girl (Rashi 30:21). The name ‘Dina’ represents this judgement.

4. When Lovon accused Yaakov of stealing hisidols, Yaakov denied it and said that if he found
them with anyone in his group, that person would die. Rochel died from this curse (Rashi 31:32).

5. Reuven's stone is the ruby which shares a similar etymology with his name, Reuven (Rabbeinu

Bechaye, Shmos 28:15).
PARSHA QUIZ

1. How old was Layah when she died?

2. How could Yaakov be afraid (32:8) when Hashem had promised
to be with him and to protect him (Bereishis 28:15)?

3. In Bereishis 32:23, only 11 children are indicated. Where was
Dinah?

4. How many children did Yaakov have?

5. Does the prohibition of Gid Hanosheh apply to kosher birds?

And they killed every male (Bereishis 34:25).

Why did they kill those people who were not involved with the
sin against Dinah? Furthermore, why didn’t they start with Sh’chem
who was involved in the sin?

The sons of Yaakov had no intention of killing anyone except
Sh’chem. When they set out to accomplish this, the rest of the people
of the city tried to physically stop them from killing their |eader.
These people put themselves into the category of a*“Rodaif”, a pursu-
ing murderer. The sons of Yaakov had no choice but to kill them.
These people aso aided Sh’chem in his kidnapping of Dinah and, as
set forth in the laws of the descendants of Noach, were subject to the
death penalty.

--The Ohr Hachaim HaKodosh

Upcoming Events in Milwaukee, W1

December 9th 6:45-7:45 PM, Milwaukee Pirchei presents Father and Son
Learning. Congregation Beth Jehudah 3100 North 52nd Street, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53216

December 10th 6:30 PM, Torah Center of Suburban Chicago presents
Finding Inner Happiness featuring Rebbitzen Feige Twerski. Holiday Inn
Express, 1550 E. Dundee Rd, Palatine, IL. RSVP at (847) 80TORAH or
email torahcenter@juno.com for more information.
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